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DEADLY NEW YORK FIRE 


Child 


playing 
sparked 
inferno 


By Jennifer Peltz 
and David Jeans 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK» A preschooler toying 
with the burners on his mother’s 
stove accidentally sparked New 
York City’s deadliest fire in decades, 
an inferno that quickly overtook an 
apartment building and blocked the 
main escape route, the fire commis- 
sioner said Friday. 

A dozen people died, and four oth- 
ers were fighting for their lives a day 
after the flames broke out in the cen- 
tury-old building near the Bronx 
Zoo. 

The 34-year-old boy, his mother 
and another child were able to flee 
their first-floor apartment. But they 
left the door open behind them, and 
it acted like a chimney that drew 
smoke and flames into a stairwell. 
From there, the fire spread through- 
out the five-story building, authori- 
ties said. 

At least 20 people scrambled out 
via fire escapes on a bitterly cold 
night, but others could not. 

“People had very little time to re- 
act,” Fire Commissioner Daniel Ni- 
gro said. Firefighters arrived in just 
over three minutes and saved some 
people, but “this loss is unprecedent- 
ed.” 

Fernando Batiz said his 56-year- 
old sister, Maria, and her 8-month- 
old granddaughter died. The baby’s 
mother survived. 

“The smoke, I guess, overcame 
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FIRST YEAR 


Trump 
stretches 
meaning of 
deregulation 


By Alan Levin and Ari Natter 
Bloomberg News 


One is a federal rule, initiated by 
former President Barack Obama, that 
removed Yellowstone’s grizzlies from 
the list of endangered species. Anoth- 
er repealed a grant program that 
hasn’t been funded since 2011. 

They are among the 67 so-called 
“deregulatory” actions President 
Donald Trump cited at a Dec. 14 
event to tout “the most far-reaching 
regulatory reform in history” de- 
signed to unburden the U.S. econo- 
my from the shackles of government 
oversight. To illustrate the point, he 
cut alength of “red tape” attached to 
a mountain of paper. 

While the president has succeeded 
in undoing some major environmen- 
tal and financial industry rules, a 
Bloomberg News review of the ad- 
ministration’s list found almost a 
third of them actually were begun 
under earlier presidents. Others 
strain the definition of lessening the 
burden of regulation or were rela- 
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Penciling art into 
fiscal framework 


Struggling rural towns are turning to crafts 


COLORADO DIVIDE 


and culture in the hope of reviving economy 


Mancos Creative District spans several blocks in the historic downtown area. Photos by Helen H. Richardson, The Denver Post 


The La Plata Mountains provide a beautiful backdrop for motorists heading south 
on Colorado 184 between Dolores and Mancos. 


About the series 

This story is part of an occasional series 
examining the issues, values and 
attitudes that can leave rural and urban 
residents feeling they live in two 
Colorados. 


Coming Sunday 

In the final installment of Colorado 
Divide, we look at why some Coloradans 
are leaving the Denver metro area and 
searching for the rural way of life. 


Read previous stories at denverpost.com/colorado-divide 


By John Wenzel The Denver Post 


TRINIDAD» 
ike many things in this brick 
town built by coal workers 
along the New Mexico bor- 
der, decades of boom and 

bust have illuminated not only a fas- 

cinating history, but a series of cul- 
tural losses that have gutted build- 
ings along Main Street. 

The 135-year-old Trinidad Opera 
House is boarded up and vacant, its 
roof caving in after it was bought by 
an investor for a promise of legalized 
gambling that never materialized. 
Down the block and across the road, 
the 109-year-old Fox Theatre is also 
empty and shuttered, having stopped 
screening movies in the summer of 
2013. 

Arts and culture can seem like a 
luxury in towns such as Trinidad, 
which have been hit hard by job 
losses in coal mining and manufac- 
turing. 

But if the tourists who pull off In- 
terstate 25 to buy legal marijuana in 
this border town look closer, they’ll 
see a sign advertising the future site 
of Space to Create Trinidad — a $17 
million live/work project slated to 
break ground in May. 

From Trinidad to Mancos, Ridg- 
way to Salida, a growing number of 
communities far outside the Front 
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SELF-DEFENSE CLASSES 
GET A#METOO BOOST 


The Denver Police Department began 
free self-defense classes for women in 
2010. The demand has accelerated with 
the #MeToo movement. »15A 


COLORADO STOCKS FALL 
IN A BIG MARKET YEAR 


The stock market had its strongest year 
since 2013, but the Bloomberg Colorado 
index ended the year down 4.4 percent. 
Chipotle was down 23.4 percent. »15A 


COLD’S HEADACHES 
PILE UP WITH THE SNOW 


The cold isn’t going away, and the 
Midwest and East Coast are dealing with 
weather-related headaches, from 
highway pileups to frozen pipes. »17A 
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